RECONSTRUCTION

Northern Republican to the post, but a Southern
Democrat, a man of the state itself.

In the other subjugated states military gover-
nors were similarly appointed, but it was only in
Louisiana that representatives were elected and
admitted to Congress. By the end of 1863, when
Lincoln was to make a bold intervention upon
the whole question of reconstruction, there were
still no provisional state governments existing in
any of these five subjugated states. The military
governor was still in charge. Not that Lincoln
desired this state of affairs to continue for long.
He instructed his military governors to take all
steps they could to encourage the people of their
states to choose members for Congress and to set
up a state government. But this government
would be recognised upon conditions. And after
the preliminary Emancipation Proclamation of
September z%, 1862, one of Lincoln's conditions
was the acceptance of this proclamation. For this
reason he was obliged to refuse a proposal that
the old constitution of Louisiana, which per-
mitted slavery, should be revived. Tor my own
part/ he wrote, 1 think I shall not, in any
event, retract the emancipation proclamation,
nor, as executive, ever return to slavery any per-
son who is freed by the terms of that proclama-
tion, or by any of the acts of Congress/ On the
other hand, it was not within the power of the
President to say whether persons elected to Con-
gress by Louisiana under a slave constitution